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SUBJECT: CENTER-LEFT SUMMIT PASSES LAW AND ORDER HOT POTATO 
TO GOVERNMENT 

REF: ROME 3530, 3415 

SUMMARY: MARCH 17 CENTER-LEFT PARTY SUMMIT ASKED MORO GOVERNMENT 
TO DRAFT COMPROMISE LAW AND ORDER LEGISLATION FOR CONSIDERATION 
AT FOLLOW-UP FOUR-PARTY SUMMIT EARLY NEXT WEEK. YESTERDAY'S 
MEETING ALSO DEVELOPED GENERAL AGREEMENT TO HOLD SCHEDULED 
REGIONAL ELECTIONS SECOND OR THIRD SUNDAY IN JUNE AND TO ENABLE 
NEWLY ENFRANCHISED 18-YEAR-OLD VOTERS TO GET ON VOTING ROLLS BY 
THAT TIME. END SUMMARY. 

1. FOUR CENTER-LEFT PARTIES HELD LONG DELAYED AND POTENTIALLY 
EXPLOSIVE SUMMIT MEETING MARCH 17 TO ATTEMPT TO RECONCILE 
DIVERGENT VIEWS ON LAW AND ORDER LEGISLATION. ALTHOUGH 
ATMOSPHERE OF MEETING WAS CALM, FOUR PARTIES INVOLVED 
(CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, SOCIALISTS, SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND 
REPUBLICANS) SUBSTANTIALLY RESTATED ALREADY PUBLICIZED PARTY 
POSITIONS ON WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE IN LAW AND ORDER FIELD. 

ALTHOUGH MAJOR DIFFERENCES REMAIN BETWEEN SOCIALISTS (PSI) AND 
POSITION OF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (DC) AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATS (PSDI) 

ON QUESTION OF POLICE UNIONIZATION, AND LEGISLATION TO PERMIT 
WIDER POLICE POWERS TO DETAIN ON SUSPICION AND USE FIREARMS IN 
SELF-DEFENSE, SUFFICIENT OVERLAP OF VIEWS APPEARS TP EXIST TO 
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SUMMIT OF DRAFTING SUCH COMPROMISE LEGISLATION TO BE CONSIDERED 
BY CENTER-LEFT PARTIES EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

2. SUMMIT ALSO DISCUSSED SETTING DATE FOR SCHEDULED REGIONAL 
ELECTIONS. CONSENSUS REPORTEDLY EMERGED IN FAVOR OF SECOND OR 
THIRD SUNDAY IN JUNE, WITH FINAL CHOICE LEFT UP TO MORO GOVERNMENT. 
IN ADDITION, INTERIOR MINISTER CALLED ON PARLIAMENT TO APPROVE 
LAW ENABLING NEWLY ENFRANCHISED 18- YEAR-OLD VOTERS TO BE 
ENTERED ON ELECTORAL LISTS IN TIME FOR JUNE ELECTIONS AND FOR 
SUPPLEMENTARY LEGISLATION TO ENABLE THEM ALSO TO BE 
CANDIDATES FOR REGIONAL OFFICE. 

3. COMMENT. SUMMIT RESULT CONFIRMED UNWILLINGNESS OF ANY OF 
CENTER-LEFT PARTIES TO RISK ONUS OF PULLING DOWN MORO GOVERN- 
MENT BECAUSE OF FAILURE TO RESOLVE CONFLICTING VIEWS ON LAW AND 
ORDER. BY TURNING OVER THIS THORNY ISSUE TO MASTER MEDIATOR 
LIKE MORO. PARTIES WILL HAVE TO CONTENT THEMSELVES WITH COM- 
PROMISE AT LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR. THIS WILL PROBABLY 
INVOLVE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE ECONOMIC, PROFESSIONAL AND LEGAL 
POSITION OF THE POLICE, A SOMEWHAT TOUGHER ATTITUDE TOWARD 
COMMON CRIMINALITY AND POLITICAL VIOLEENCE FROM RIGHT OR LEFT 
AND MORE RESTRICTIVE USE OF ' PROVISIONAL LIBERTY" FOR DANGEROUS 
OFFENDERS. THE COMPROMISE IS LIKELY TO LEAVE WIDE SCOPE TO THE 
PARTIES TO CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE THEIR INDIVIDUAL VIEWS ON THIS 
MAJOR ELECTORAL ISSUE.VOLPE 
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